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pretensions to greater power than was given him by
Parliament and he was ready to relinquish the power he
possessed as soon as the task appeared too heavy for him.
King Alexander, united by marriage to European
royalty, had more sense of permanence. Instead of
being subject to the will of his people, he took the
destiny of his people under his personal responsibility.
His suspension of the constitution was praised at the
time, because the common man was at the moment tired
of the political wrangle and it was felt that the dictator-
ship would bring the King into closer personal contact
with the masses. The politicians had done little or
nothing to right the many grievances of the common
people.

The King's appearance went against him. In
Serbia men with hirsute faces are always popular.
That was part of the secret of Pashitch. When Stephen
Raditch at length shook hands with Pashitch he held
the old man's fingers in his hand a long while and
gloated on that face with its long beard. "Elijah!'3
he exclaimed. King Alexander not only grew no beard
or side whiskers but shaved off his little black moustache.
He ceased to look like the characteristic Serb of his age
and resembled more an American. In civil attire he
looked like a college professor from the Middle West.
In short, he was rather a foreigner.

He deliberately went away from Serbism. As King
of Jugoslavia he must not appear too much of a Serb.
Henderson, the British minister at Belgrade, said he was
the only real Jugoslav he ever met. He sought to
portray in himself a new type, a man who was not
Serb or Croat or Slovene, but Jugoslav. He was aided
by the fact that through upbringing he was already
cosmopolitan. He was more European than his sub-
jects. Childhood in Geneva and St. Petersburg had
denationalized him.

With a view to making himself as much King of the
Slovenes as of the Serbs he had taken up summer resi-